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Unit: A world of Many Languages 
 

 

 WRITE 

 
What languages 
can you speak? 
Create your 

Language 
Passport! 
 
How to create my 
own Language 
Passport? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1. Give the following information: 
 

Name 
Nationality 
Date of birth 
Mother tongue 
Other language(s): I can speak/read/write (languages)/ I understand 

(Languages) 
 

 
2. Evaluate and describe your language skills and linguistic experiences 

for each foreign language you have indicated. 
 
a) Language: analyse your language skills 

 
b) Diploma(s) or certificate(s)/language schools attended (include dates) 

 
c) Linguistic experiences – e.g. travelling experiences; school exchange 

programmes;   penpal exchanges; contacts with tourists; etc. (include 
dates) 

 
Example: in order to evaluate your reading skills, you must choose the 
level that best describes your situation. Check the grid below. 
 

 

Are your reading skills at level A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 or C2? 
 

A1 A2 B1 
I can understand familiar 
names, words and very simple 
sentences, for example on 
notices and posters or in 
catalogues. 

I can read very short, simple texts. I 
can find specific information in 
simple everyday material such as 
advertisements, leaflets, menus and 
timetables and I can understand 
short simple personal letters. 

I can understand texts that 
consist mainly of everyday or 
job-related language. I can 
understand the description of 
events, feelings and wishes in 
personal letters. 

B2 C1 C2 
I can read articles and reports 
concerned with contemporary 
problems in which the writers 
adopt particular attitudes or 
viewpoints. I can understand 
contemporary prose. 

I can understand long and complex 
factual and literary texts. I can 
understand specialised articles and 
longer technical instructions. 

I can read with ease almost all 
forms of the written language, 
including abstract, complex 
texts such as manuals, 
specialised articles and literary 
works. 

 
 
 

 SPEAK 

 
1. All the words below mean “hello”. Can you identify the languages? 
 

1. Match the words with the           
languages. 
 

a. Hebrew f. Japanese 

b. Italian g. Spanish 

c. French h. Hawaiian 

d. Russian i. Swedish 

e. Hindi j. German 

 
 
 
 2. Discuss the following questions. Support your answer. 
 
  - Would you like to say “hello” to someone speaking any of these languages or 
any other language? Which one and why? 
 
  - Have you got any penfriends? If you haven’t, would you like to have one? 
 
 
 

Europass Language Passport 
 What is it?  
The Europass Language Passport allows you to describe your language 
skills, skills that are vital for learning and working in Europe. 
The Europass Language Passport was developed by the Council of Europe 
as part of the European Language Portfolio which consists of three 
documents: the Language Passport, the Language Biography and the 
Dossier. 
On the Council of Europe’s website you can download the original Europass 
Language Passport. 
www.coe.int/portfolio 
It can also be completed online at 
http://europass.cedefop.eu.int/ 

 

PRIVET        ALOHA      CIAO 

HOLA                HEJ      BON 

JOUR     

 SHALOM         HALLO 

NAMASTE          KONNICHIWA 
 

http://www.coe.int/portfolio
http://europass.cedefop.eu.int/
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  READ 

 
1. Read the texts below and do the tasks which follow. 
 

 A. 
Welcome! 
ePALS Classroom Exchange maintains the 
Internet’s largest community of collaborative 
classrooms engaged in cross-cultural exchanges, 
project sharing and language learning. ePALS is also 
the leading provider of school-safe email blogs, 
eMentoring and web-browsing technology for the 
global educational market. 
 
ePALS Global Network 
Connecting over 118,200 registered classrooms, 6.5 
million students and educators in 191 countries for 
classroom-to-classroom penpal exchanges and 
cross-cultural learning projects in the world’s largest 
online classroom community. Find classroom now! 

B. 
ePALS Profiles 

Muswellbrook High School- Australia 
Profile name: Muswellbrook High School 

Created by: Fiona Bailey 
Language(s): Japanese, English 

Age range: 13-16 
Number of participants: 26-30 

City/Town: Muswellbrook 
State/Province: New South Wales 

Country: Australia 
Description 
I have a year 10 Japanese language class. I wish to 
set up an email exchange with a school in Japan. Our 
first language is English. Our sister-school will 
practise their English and we will practise our 
Japanese. We wish to learn more about the culture of 
Japan and popular culture in particular. We also wish 
to communicate in Japanese because our 
opportunities to use the language outside the 
classroom are limited. 
Member since: April 11, 2005 

C. 
Testimonials 
We cannot include all the letters here, but here is a sampling of some of the feedback we’ve received from our 
users. Do you have an inspiring ePALS story or experience? 
Please share it with us. 
Name: Lorraine Leo 
School: Newton, Massachusetts, USA 
The ePALS program is an excellent program to use with high school students. They love corresponding with 
peers! Currently, my class and a class in South Adelaide, Australia, are exchanging real audio files, as well as 
regular e-mail and digital images... 
A collaborative project with another ePALS classroom opens up possibilities for ideas with teachers and 
students. 

 
Name: Maria Adelaide Soumoulou 
School: Tres Arroyos, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
I’m very happy because you gave my pupils the possibility to use their English for a real purpose. Thanks to 
you, my pupils are very excited 
receiving emails from all over the world! We are having so much fun learning about different cultures and 
peoples. You have inspired many interesting discussions. 
Thank you very much!!!!! 

Source: www.epals.com (adapted) 
 
1. Find out which texts state the following: 

 
a) ePALS can promote foreign language learning. 
b) This website serves around 6.5 million people. 
c) You can contact students from almost everywhere. 
d) ePALS improves students’ technology skills. 
e) These students are interested in improving the language they are learning 

in class. 
f) Students were able to communicate in real situations and exchange real 

material. 
g) ePALS offers the opportunity to develop projects about different cultures. 

 
2. Answer the following questions. 

 
a) What do these texts have in common? 

 
b) Which texts are: 

- Informing the reader? 
- Persuading the reader? 
- Expressing opinions? 
- Describing something? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read and Learn! 

“You have inspired many 
interesting discussions.” 

The sentence is in the Present Perfect. 

http://www.epals.com/
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 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – The Present Perfect: 

 
 

 Connects the Past and the Present; 

 It is always a connection with ‘now’; 

 We can use this tense with: just, already, yet. 

 

 Structure: Have (Present tense) + Main verb (Past Participle): 

 

-  I have just arrived. 

-  Have you done your homework, yet? 

-  I have told him already. 

 

Affirmative Negative Interrogative 

I have seen... 
She has gone... 
They have sent....  

I have not (haven’t) tried... 
He has not (hasn’t) given... 
They have not (haven’t) 
mailed... 

Have I done...? 
Has he stolen...? 
Have they come...? 

 

see, saw, seen 
go, went, gone 
send, sent, sent 

try, tried, tried 
give, gave, given 
mail, mailed, mailed 

do, did, done 
steal, stole, stolen 
come, came, come 

 

 

 

 

Hot 

Tip:   
 

The Past Participle of regular verbs has the same form as the 
Past Simple. 
 
The Past Participle of irregular verbs varies. You have to 
memorize those forms! 

 
 
 
1. Complete the sentences with the verb in brackets using the Present 

Perfect. 
 
1. Susan and Paul __________ just __________ (finish) talking to their 

sister –school in Japan. 

2. ePALS program ____________________ (become) very popular among 

high school students. 

3. She ____________________ (email) her ePAL friend from Canada. 

4. We ____________________ (practise) our computer skills. 

5. You __________ already __________ (correspond) with your ePAL in 

Japan four times. 

6. I ____________________ (speak) English a lot. 

7. My students and I ____________________ (receive) email s from all over 

the world. 

8. John ____________________ (learn) a bit about the culture of Japan. 

9. Ms Maria ____________________ (have) a great time corresponding with 

sister-schools. 

 

 

 SPEAK 

“How do you learn languages?” 
 

1. Select the statements that best describe the way you learn foreign 
languages. You may add other ideas. 

 

 
- I learn at school. 
- I attend a language school. 
- I follow a language course (CD-Rom, Internet ...). 
- I write letters/e-mails to a foreign penpal/e-pal. 
- I watch films and TV programmes in the original versions. 
- I learn from subtitles of films in the original version. 
- I attend summer courses abroad. 
- I learn from my books, dictionaries ... 
- I read books, newspapers or magazines in the foreign 

language. 
- .... 

 
 

2. Share your ideas with the rest of the class. 
 
3. Look at the list of names below. 

 
a. Can you guess their nationality/origin? 

 
Jean-François Caille                 a.  

Marta Duran Aguilar                b. 1. German 

Sarah Smith c. 2. French 
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João Silva d. 3. Portuguese 

Wolgang Michael 

Strocka 

e. 4. Spanish 

 
 

All these people have gone through similar experiences. They have been in the 
Erasmus exchange programme.  
 
The Erasmus Programme (European Region Action Scheme for the Mobility of 
University Students) is a European Union (EU) student exchange programme 
established in 1987. 
 
 
 

   READ 

 
1. Read the texts and find out more about the Erasmus exchange 

programme. 
 

Kathrin Baumgarten 
Host: Universidad de Zaragoza 
Subject: English Literature 
 
When I arrived in Zaragoza I could not speak the 
language.  I knew very little about the language, so I 
had to take Spanish lessons for six weeks to start 
understanding the language. I have lived and studied 
in Zaragoza for six months. 
I loved living and studying in Zaragoza; the exchange 
opened doors into another culture in which I learned 
to feel comfortable. 

Angelique De Roland 
Host: University of Ulster 
Subject: Applied Foreign Languages 
 
Erasmus exchange programme was a great 
opportunity. I have been here for four months and I 
am still living an amazing experience. 
I am quite happy, because I have reached one of my 
main goals, that is: making myself understood in 
English and understanding English speakers. I have 
met so many interesting people and have been able 
to practise my English since July.  

Source: www.erasmus.ac.uk 
 
1. Answer the questions about the texts above. 

 
1. When did Kathrin arrive in Zaragoza? 

2. What subject is Kathrin studying? 

3. Where does Angelique live? 

4. Why is Angelique happy? 

 

 
 

 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Adverbs and adverbial phrases 

(placement and use): 
 

 Adverbs are words that tell us more about verbs. They add information 
to the verb: The girl smiled nervously. / He speaks English fluently. 

 
 Adverbial phrases are small strings of words that do the same job as 

single-word adverbs: I lived in Spain for 2 years. / I’ll see him on 
Saturday. 

 
 We use adverbs/adverbial phrases: 

 
- To say how something happens: ‘He walks (how?) quickly.’ 

- To say where and when something happens: I met him 

(when?) yesterday’. 

- To say how often something happens: ‘She gets the bus (how 

often?) daily’. 

- To make the meaning of an adjective, adverb or verb stronger 

or weaker: ‘Dave eats (degree?) more slowly than his wife’. 

 
Rule: Adverbs are often formed by adding -ly to an adjective. 

beautiful - beautifully, careful - carefully 
 
Be Careful!  
 Some adjectives don't change in the adverb form. The most important of these 

are: fast - fast, hard - hard  
 Good is probably the most important exception. The adverb form of 'good' is 

'well'.  
 

Read and Learn 

“I have been here for four months...”  

 “... have been able to practise my English since July.” 

“I am quite happy.” 

“I knew very little about the language ...” 

 

All the words and expressions in bold are adverbs 

and adverbial phrases. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Student_exchange_programme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1987
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Rule: Adverbs can also modify an adjective. In this case, the adverb is placed 
before the adjective: She is extremely happy. They are absolutely sure.  

 
Be Careful!  
 Do not use 'very' with adjectives that express an increased quality of a basic 

adjective Example: good - fantastic  
 

 Adverbs & Adverbial Phrases can be of: 
 

 
 Time & Frequency: 
 

Tell us when, for how 
long, and how often an 

action happens. 
 
 
still, yet, today, 
yesterday, later, now, 
last year, ... 
 
all day, not long, for a 
while, since last year, 
... 
 
sometimes, frequently, 
never, often, yearly, 
occasionally, regularly, 
usually, ... 

 

1. ‘When’ and ‘For how long’ –usually placed at 
the end of the sentence.  

I went to Peter’s yesterday.  
              My mother lived in   France for a 

year. 

 
2. ‘How often’ - usually placed before the main 

verb and after the auxiliary verbs (be, have, 
may, must). 

I often eat vegetarian food. 
                   She regularly visits France. 
 
3. When expressing the exact number of times 

an action happens are placed at the end of the 
sentence.  

He visits his mother once a week. 
  This magazine is published monthly. 

 
4. ‘For’ is always followed by an expression of 

duration: for 3 weeks/a week/ several days/2 
centuries. 

 
5.  ‘Since’ is always followed by an expression of a 

point in time: since Monday/1997/last year. 

 Manner: Tell us how 
someone does 
something. 
 
anxiously, badly, 
carefully, beautifully, 
quickly, weakly, 
capably, luckily, fast, 
well, hard, ... 

1. Usually placed after the verb or entire 
expression (at the end of the sentence).  
 

Their teacher speaks quickly. 
                     Jack drives very fast. 

 Place: Tell us where 
something happens. 
 
anywhere, somewhere,  
here, there, outside, 
underground, abroad, 

1. Usually occurs at the end of a sentence or 
clause.  
 

Barbara is cooking pasta downstairs. 
             I'm working in the garden outside. 
            They will investigate the crime downtown. 

indoors, outdoors, 
upstairs, downstairs, ... 

 
 
 

 Degree: Tell us how 
much of something is 
done. 

 
Little, much, quite, 
very, rather, too, a lot, 
... 

1. Usually placed after the verb. 
Susan is rather sick today. 

2. When used with an adjective are placed before 
the adjective. 

Jason is very smart. 
3. When used with another adverb are placed 

before the other adverb. 
Brian speaks English quite well. 

 

1. Write questions for the answers given below. 

 

a. I study English three days a week. 

b. She speaks English rather well. 

c. Paul and Joan went to the beach yesterday. 

d. Mr Brook was very angry because his students didn’t do their homework 

last week. 

e. My mother and I went to the market last week. 

f. I go out with my friends sometimes. 

g. Martin is very good at sports. 

h. Sheila travels abroad frequently. 

i. Peter stayed at home yesterday. 

j. He stayed at home because it was Saturday. 

k. She went to her grandparents’ in the afternoon. 

 
 

2. Complete the sentences with SINCE or FOR. 

 

a. I haven't been snowboarding ________ last winter. 

b. They've been married ________ twenty-five years. 

c. Joan has been a student here ________ March. 

d. Mary has kept a diary ________ she was ten years old. 

e. Maya has been a professional singer ________ 1989. 

f. The Canadian two-dollar coin (or toonie) has been in circulation 

________ 1996. 

g. So far, it has rained ________ five hours. 

h. He bought the car in 1980. He has been driving it ________ then. 

i. She has been ill ________ years. 

j. They have been in prison________ two years. 
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3. Complete the sentences. Use the PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE and FOR 

and SINCE. 

 

1. ‘How long (he / be) ______________ interested in karate?’ ______ he 

was a young boy.’ 

2. We (not see) ________________ Mark ______ ages. 

3. I (love) ________________ Busted ______ I bought their first CD. 

4. Clara (not write) ________________ to us ______  over a year. Maybe 

she (forget) ________________ about us. 

5. I (be) ________________ at this school ______ five years. 

6. Paul (not eat) ________________ anything ______ last Saturday. 

7. ‘How long (you / belong) ________________ to the club?’ ______ a 

long time.’ 

8. _____________ the earthquake yesterday, several large buildings (fall) 

______ down. 

 

 READ 
 

1. Read the text below about English as an International Language. 
 

English 

 
English is the language of international communication in many areas of life: trade, air and sea transport, 

tourism, sport and entertainment. More and more people also need English for studying at universities and colleges. New 

ideas in science, technology and medicine happen so quickly that it is impossible (and very expensive) to translate everything 

into different languages. So most things are published in English, and if you want to keep up with the latest ideas in any 

subject; you need English. 

Millions of people around the world want to learn English. Many of them come to Britain (and other English-

speaking countries) to study at language schools, especially in the summer. There are thousands of different schools. They 

offer courses for children, teenagers and adults. There are courses in General English, Technical English and business 

English and so on. 

You should always try to find out as much information as possible before you choose a school. In particular, 

you should try to talk to other students from your own country who have been to a language school to find out what you 

should expect. 

If you go to a language school, you should try to speak as much as possible. Students usually stay with a local 

family. This is a good opportunity to improve your English and to learn a lot about everyday life. You should also try to mix 

with students from other countries. This will help you with your English, and will also show you how important English is for 

international communication. 

 
 

1. Now answer the following questions. 
 

a. In which areas of life is English used for international communication? 
b. Why do people need English for studying other subjects? 
c. What kinds of courses do language schools offer? 
d. How can you improve your English? 

 
2. Now discuss with your classmates. 

 
a. How many languages do you speak? 
b. How often do you practise your English? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – The use of some, any, no: 
 

Some and any can be used with uncountable nouns (rice, water, coffee, milk, 
fruit, apple juice, money, electricity, music...) and plural countable nouns 

(bananas, apples, photographs, songs, cups, books, batteries, friends...) 

 We usually use some in affirmative sentences.  

 We normally use any in questions and negative sentences.  

 
e.g. I’ve got some work to do. 
      Have you got any friends? 
      He doesn’t have any books. 
 

 We use some in questions when we offer or ask for things. 
e.g. Can I have some sugar, please? 
 

No is used with a verb in the affirmative instead of not any. 
e.g. There are no flowers in the garden. 

Read and Learn 

You should ask for some advice before you enrol in a 

language school. 

I don’t speak any foreign language. 

Have you got any idea on how to search for language 

schools? 

She has no idea on how to choose the best language 

school to study in. 
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Hot Tip:    There aren’t no flowers in the garden – it’s not correct. 

 There is NO double negative in English language! 

 
1. Fill in the gaps with some, any, no. 
 

a.  ________ British people have fruit trees in their gardens. 

b.  They haven’t got ________ roses in their garden. 

c.  Susan is going out with ________ friends tonight. 

d.  There is ________ cheese in the fridge. 

e.  There are ________ books about pets in the library. 

f.  Can I have ________ milk in my tea, please? 

g.  Have you got ________ interesting books to lend me? 

h.  There is ________ electricity in y grandmother’s house. 

i.   She’s lazy. She never does ________ work. 

 

 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Word formation: Suffixes and prefixes 

 
1. Read the following text: 
 
Nowadays if people speak English it’s possible to travel anywhere in the world 
and being able to communicate in an effective way. 
These days it’s not usual to find young people, who don’t speak English, they 
know that it’s very important that they master the language in order to get a 
good job and travel around the world without major problems. 
Some people feel very comfortable in speaking English; others not that much, 

but more and more people all over the world are learning it. The perfect way to 
learn English is to live in an English speaking country. 
 
2. Look at the words in bold. Can you put them in the right column to 

make other words? Follow the example given. 
 

- in - im - un 

 impossible  

   

   

   

 
3.  What do the words you have built in the table above have in 

common? 
 
4. Make the following words negative by adding the correct prefix. 

 

 
___ believable ___ secure ___ sufficient 
___ formal ___ usual ___ visible 
___ possible ___ able ___ well 
___ comfortable ___ mature ___ proper 
___ consistent     

 
5. Complete the sentences by using the words from exercise 4. 
 

a. Jason has no consideration for others. He’s an ______________ person. 

b. These pants are too tight. I feel very ______________ wearing them. 

c. Mr Smith feels uncomfortable in formal events, because he’s an 

____________ person. 

d. I feel very safe in the countryside, but in the city I feel 

very______________. 

e. Life is ______________ on Mars! 

f. She was ______________ to travel, because she left her passport at home. 

g. Susan is not coming to school today, because she’s ______________ .     

 

6.  Make new words with the word bases given. Put them in the correct 
colum in the table below. 

 
power 
colour 
peace 
skill 

library 
magic 
music  
 

attention 
attract 
Brasil 

 

Words ending in: - ful Words ending in: - ian Words ending in: -ive 

  attentive (from 

attention) 

   

   

   

 
 
7.  Find out more words built with with the suffixes: - ful; - ian; - ive. 

Write them down on your notebook. 
 
8.  Make sentences with the new words you have learnt. Write them 

down on your notebook 
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Unit: Technological world 

 
 

 SPEAK 

 
1. Which of the following items do you consider very important 

technological breakthroughs or inventions? Tick  them and add any 

others you can think of. 
 

 Car  Compact disc  Coffee maker 
 Internet  Satellite dish  Telephone 
 Fax 

machine 
 Photocopier  Radar 

 Stapler  PC  Sonar 
 PDA  Mobile Phone  Television 

 
 

2. Which of these devices do you consider will become obsolete in the 
next ten years? 

 
 

  READ 

 

Gadgets 
A gadget is a small technological object (such as a device a kitchen appliance) that has a specific function, but 
is often thought of as a novelty. 
There are all kinds of gadgets like PDAs, smart phones, calculator machines, IPods, IPhones, headsets... 
 
Pskyo audio’s gaming PC headset 
The pskyo 5.1 is a headset system for gaming. The system creates 3D sound, like a room system, with 5 
speakers and a sub-woofer poisoned at each ear. It is created so that a gamer can hear exactly where a sound 
is coming from. 
 
Internet radio player 
My last car had a satellite radio in it. I loved how many different stations I could choose from, and I must say. I 
got addicted to certain ones. 
I have a new car now, but the radio in this new car is a traditional one. I miss the internet radio player! 
The internet radio player is a simple and a cheap way to listen to free internet radio in your car or boat. 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Say if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). 
 

- The pskyo 5.1 is a headset system for trading. 
- The pskyo system creates a 3D sound. 
- With pskyo 5.1 gamers can’t hear where a sound is coming from. 
- A gadget is a small technological object. 
- Internet radio player is a cheap way to listen to internet radio. 

 
 
2. What about you? Which other gadgets do you know? What is your 

favourite? 
What do the words in bold have in common? 

They all are pronouns (quantifiers and possessives). 

 

 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Pronouns 
 

 We use quantifiers to talk about quantity: much, many, a lot of, some, 

any. 

 We use possessives to substitute nouns and to show possession or 

ownership. 

 

STRUCTURE: 

Much + uncountable nouns (advice, water, homework...) 

Many + countable nouns (invention, car, computer, gadget...) 

Read and Learn 

There are a lot of gadgets these days. 

Some of these gadgets are very popular all over the world. 

Many inventions will be replaced by new ones. 

Much advice has been given on how to develop gadgets. 

We both have IPhones, but yours is the latest model. 

Do you like any of these gadgets? 
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A lot of + uncountable and countable nouns 

Some and any – before uncountable nouns and plural countable nouns (advice, 

homework, gadgets, PCs...) 

Some – for affirmative sentences 

Any – for negative and interrogative sentences. 

 
 
1. Fill in the gaps. 

 
 Much, many or a lot of. 

 
a. ____________ cars are equipped with GPS systems. 

b. I watch ____________ movies in the Internet. 

c. How ____________ faxes did you send? 

d. I don’t know how ____________ PCs there are in our school. 

e. I don’t have ____________ money to buy an IPhone. 

f. Mary ____________ staplers. 

 
 Some or any? 

 
a. Is there ____________ gadget to help me doing my homework? 

b. There are ____________ really good inventions. 

c. The photocopy machine hasn’t got ____________ toner. 

d. The teacher hand out ____________ photocopies to the students. 

e. ____________ of my students love playing Psp. 

 

 
 

  READ 

 

Impact of Technology on Education 
 

Computers have revolutionized the way we live and do business. 

Education has a definite and deep impact on the lives of students and it is important to 

take note of the changes that computers are bringing in the field of education. 

Learning with fun has been made possible through extensive use of technology. 

Computer based training (CBT) packages combine the power of graphics and animation 
with education content to create a powerful medium for imparting knowledge and 

learning to enthusiastic pupils. It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. In 

terms of knowledge retention, the effect of one hour of CBT could be equivalent to quite 
a few classroom sessions. 

Internet has also contributed immensely to revolutionizing education. The World Wide 

Web (www) is a treasure house of unlimited knowledge that is made available to 

students at the click of a button. There is no need to read huge volumes of books as 

students can get all the material they need for lessons or projects with great ease. If 

they know how to surf the net, and search what they are looking for. This also compels 

teachers to be much more informed and aware as they need to be able to teach 

students effectively. 

So, it can be said that technology has indeed pervaded every aspect of our lives and the 

field of education is no exception. What the teachers and parents need to do is guide the 
students how to harness this tremendous power to improve their knowledge. 

 
Source: Shahnawaz, http://www.articlesbase.com 

 

 
1. Answer the questions about the text. 

 
a. What has revolutionized the field of education? 

b. What does CBT combines? 

c. Why has Internet revolutionized education? 

d. In what way is technology affecting your life? 

 
 

2. Match the following verb tenses with the appropriate use. 
 
Present simple a) 1) It describes an action that happened 

during a period of time that isn’t 

finished. 

Past simple b) 2) It describes an action that will 

happen in the future. 

Present 

continuous 

c) 3) It describes things that happen 

regularly or that are always true. 

Present perfect d) 4) It describes an action that is 

happening now. 

Future simple e) 5) It describes an action that took 

place in the past. 
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3. Circle the appropriate verb form in each sentence. 
 

a. Technological innovations caused/have caused huge transformations in 

our society. 

b. Machines and computers are/were responsible for the dramatic changes 

at work. But they are also creating/will also create new jobs. 

c. Robots are/have been on the US market for some years. If they become 

cheaper, everyone will be able/is able to buy them. 

d. In the past people had/have careers that last/lasted a lifetime. 

Nowadays, technology is forcing/have forced them to change jobs. 

e. Companies adjust/are adjusting to the digital age because they 

need/needed to compete in the global marketplace. 

f. Thanks to the technological development, transports become/will 

become more and more efficient. 

g. Holographic films solve/will solve Hollywood’s financial problems. 

 

 
4. Complete the text with the correct tense of the verbs in brackets. 

 
Experts 1__________ (believe) that 90% of white-collar jobs in the US 

2__________ (disappear) or be altered in the next 10 to 15 years. This 

3__________ (be) a catastrophic prediction as 90% of working Americans 

4__________ (work) in white-collar services such as finance, human 

resources and engineering. 

Most people 5__________ (work) all their live at the same job and even 

workplace. They 6__________ (feel) secure about their future. This 7 

__________ (be) no longer true. Technological innovations 8__________ 

(invade) factories and offices globally for decades. However, workers 

9__________ (start) to feel the impact today as millions of people 

10__________ (lose) their jobs to robots, computers and highly sophisticated 

machines. 

What jobs 11__________ (disappear)? What 12__________ (we/do) for 

work? One thing 13__________ (be) certain though: you 14__________ 

(have) to be flexible and upgradeable in order to survive in such an uncertain 

future. Lifetime careers 15__________ (belong) to the past. 

 
 

Look at the sentences from the text: 
 
“... and deep impact on the lives of the students and it is important to 

take...” 
“...computers are bringing in the field of education.” 
“...they need for lessons or projects with great ease.” 
 

The words in bold are prepositions. 
 

 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Prepositions 

 

 Prepositions are words or class of words that indicate relationships 

between nouns, pronouns and other words in a sentence. 

 

 Some common prepositions are: 

 

Across, along, down, up, through, into, toward. (direction) 
After, before, between, among. (organization) 
At, in, on, by. (Time – definite) 
During, from, to, for, since, till, until. (Duration) 
With, without. (Mode) 

 
 Most common prepositions are short and never change (after, at, down, 

in...). 

 

 Some prepositions are connected to the verbs before them. In this case 

the basic meaning of the preposition does not apply (tied to, based on). 

 

 Many nouns and adjectives are followed by particular prepositions (She 

was very conscious of her problems with money matters). 

 
 

 
1. Fill in the gaps with one of the prepositions from the box above. 

 
a. ________ my lunch break I play Psp. 

b. I studied French ________ 6 years. 

c. ________ 2006 YouTube is used around the world. 

d. Susan has classes everyday ________ 5 o’clock in the afternoon. 

e. He works from 9.00 ________ 18.00. 

f. ________ the invention of the washing machine people used to spend a 

lot of time washing their clothes, but ________ its invention people have 

more free time to enjoy themselves. 

g. ________ Mondays Richard has IT classes ________ 3 pm. 

h. I am having a lot of problems ________ with my PC. 

i. My brother doesn’t want to go to the party, I am going ________ him. 
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2. Complete this text with one of the prepositions below. Some of them 
can be used more than once. 
 
 At, from, about, of, with, for, in. 

 
a) When I was ________ 14, I decided that I would be proactive 

________ money, so I got a part-time job at a local restaurant. 

b) ________ the very start, my parents encouraged me to save half 

________ my earnings. 

c) I’m currently saving ________ for college and eventually a house, once 

I’m out ________ college. I think it’s essential to learn how to invest 

________ a young age. 

d) I became interested ________ investing when I got my first job as a 

waiter. 

 
 

  READ 

 
1. Read the article below and do the tasks which follow. 

 

 
Teachers Available Around the Clock? 

 
One student skipped class and then sent the professor an e-mail message 
asking for copies of her teaching notes. Another did not like her grade, and 
wrote a petulant message to the professor. Another explained that she was 
late for a Monday class because she was recovering from drinking too 
much at a wild weekend party. 
Jennifer Schultens, an associate professor of Mathematics at the University 
of California, received this e-mail last September from a student in her 

calculus course: “Should I buy a binder or a notebook? I’m not sure how to 
shop for school supplies. Would you let me know your recommendations? 
Thank you!” She also received e-mail requests from students who missed 
class and wanted copies of her teaching notes. 
At colleges and universities nationwide, professors have been made much 
more approachable. But many say e-mail has made them too accessible, 
erasing boundaries that traditionally kept students at a healthy distance. 
These days, they say, students seem to view them as available around the 
clock, sending a steady stream of e-mail messages – from 10 a week to 10 
after every class – that are too informal and inappropriate. 
While once professors may have expected deference, their expertise seems 

to have become just another service that students, as consumers, are 

buying. So students may have no fear of giving offense, imposing on the 
professor’s time or even of asking 
a question that may reflect badly on their own judgement. For junior 
faculty members, the barrage of e-mail has brought new tension into their 
work lives as they struggle with how to respond. Their tenure prospects, 
they realize, may rest in part on student evaluations of their accessibility. 
Students also frequently post their own evaluations on Web sites like 

ratemyprofessor.com and describe their impressions of their professors on 
blogs. 
Still every professor interviewed emphasized that instant feedback could be 
invaluable. A question about a lecture or discussion “is for me an indication 
of a blind spot, that the student didn’t get it and that I must try a different 
approach next class,” said Austin D. Sarat, a professor of political science at 
Amherst College. College students say that e-mail makes it easier to ask 
questions and helps them to learn. 
But e-mailing teachers can bring forward other issues. Michael Greenstone, 
an economics professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said 
he once received an e-mail message late one evening from a student who 

had recently come to the realization that he was gay and was struggling to 
cope. He eventually helped the student to get an appointment with a 
counsellor. “I don’t think we would have had the opportunity to discuss his 
realization and accompanying feelings without e-mail as an icebreaker,” he 
said. 

Source: The New York Times, February 22, 2006 
(abridged and adapted) 

 
 

Vocabulary: 
 

steady 
stream:  

 
barrage: 

 
 

cope: 

firm flow  
 
 

torrent, 
stream  

 
manage, 

deal 
with 

deference:  
 
 

tenure: 

respect 
 
 
the right to 
stay 
permanently 
in your job, 
especially as 
a teacher at 

a university 
 

Junior 
faculty 

members:  
 
 
 

blind spot: 

teachers 
who have a 
low rank in 
their faculty  
 
not being 
able to 
understand 
something 
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E-mail exchange between students and teachers 

Reasons for sending 

emails 

Advantages Disadvantages 

1. To ask for copies of 

teachers’ notes 

1. Teachers are much 

more approachable. 

1. 

2. 2. 2. 

3. 3. 3. 

4. 4. 4. E-mails have brought 

new tension in teachers’ 

work/evaluation. 

5.   

6. To ask for help/advice 

on personal problems. 

  

 
 
 
2. Answer the following questions. 
 
a. How often do some students e-mail their teachers? 

b. How does the way students address their professors today differ from the way 

they did in the past? 

c. Where do students post their comments about the teachers? 

d. What does “available around the clock” mean? 

 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Modal verbs 

 
 Modal verbs help expressing certain language functions, such as 

obligation, ability, permission, deduction, possibility, etc. 
 
Structure: 
 
 They always have the same form. There is no –s ending, no –ing or –ed 

forms. 
 

 After a modal verb we always use the bare infinitive (infinitive without to). 
 

 Interrogative and negative forms are made without the auxiliary to do. 
 

 Modal verbs have no infinitive. Other expressions are used when necessary 
(e.g. have to). 

 
 Modal verbs have no past forms, although could and would are used with past 

meanings. 
 

 Modal verbs have different meanings and most of them have more than 

one meaning: 

 
Can/Could (be able to): making a request; expressing permission/ refusal/ 
ability/ possibility. 
 
May/Might (be allowed to): expressing possibility; asking for and giving 
permission. 
 
Must (have to): expressing obligation; giving an order or strong advice; making 
a deduction. 
 
Mustn’t (be forbidden to): expressing prohibition. 
 
Will: making predictions; showing intentions. 
 
Would: describing a hypothetical situation; expressing habits. 
 
Should/Ought to (have to): expressing strong advice; expressing (moral) 

obligation. 

 

 

 

1.  Look at these sentences from the text and match the modal verb to its  
meaning. 

 
 
Should I buy a binder or a 

notebook? 

a. 1. Describing a hypothetical 

situation. 

Would you let me know your 

recommendations? 

b. 2. Asking for advice. 

But e-mailing teachers can bring 

forward other issues. 

c. 3. Expressing obligation. 

I must try a different approach 

next class... 

d. 4. Making a request. 

I don’t think we would have had 

the opportunity to... 

e. 5. Expressing possibility. 
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2.  Here is some advice on proper e-mail etiquette. Rewrite the sentences 
using the modal verb in brackets. Start all the sentences with you. 

 
a. We are expected to observe certain rules when writing e-mails. (should) 

e.g. We should observe certain rules when writing e-mails. 

 

b. Think before you start writing. (must) 

c. It is possible to save the draft of your e-mail before sending it. (may) 

d. The contents of your message in the subject line have to be summarized. 

(must) 

e. Write short and objective messages. (ought to) 

f. Using all capital letters makes it look like you are SHOUTING! (mustn’t) 

g. If you are writing a formal e-mail, avoid using smileys. (shouldn’t) 

h. You are able to send a copy to someone else by using the CC function. (can) 

i. As a courtesy to your recipient, include your name at the bottom of the 

message.     (should) 

j. E-mail etiquette takes time to learn. (will) 

 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Passive voice 

 
 
1. When you build the passive you must perform a number of 

transformations. 
 

The professor gave the students some instructions. 

The students were given some instructions by the professor. 
 

Active Passive 

subject Agent – by... 

Direct object 
Indirect object 

Subject (when there is a direct and indirect object, 
always transform the indirect object into the 
subject). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The verb also changes: 
 

Main verb Tense 

 
Active 

Review / update Present simple 

Granted Past simple 

Have told Present perfect 

 

Auxiliary verb Main Verb Tense 

 
 
Passive 

Is / are Reviewed/updated Present simple 
+Past participle 

Was / were Granted Past simple + 
Past participle 

Have been told Present perfect + 
Past participle 

 
 

2. When we change a tense from active to passive, we need to use an 
auxiliary verb – to be – which is conjugated in the same tense as the 
active sentence. The main verb is always conjugated in the past 
participle. 

 
3. We use a passive sentence to give emphasis to the action itself and not 

to the doer of the action.  
 

4. Generally, we do not know who performed the action. In passive 
constructions,  
by + the agent are mentioned only when necessary. 
 

1. Study the sentences below and complete the tables with the correct 
sentence block. 
 
.... professors have been made much more approachable. 

    ... e-mail has made professors much more approachable. 
 
 

Subject Verb Direct 
object 

Indirect 
object 

Other 
object(s) 

Type of 
sentence 

 
e-mail 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Much more 
approachable 

 
 

Active 
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Subject Verb Direct 
object 

Indirect 
object 

Other 
object(s) 

Type of 
sentence 

 
professors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Much more 
approachable 

 
 

Passive 

 
One student sent the professor an e-mail message asking for her teaching notes. 
The professor was sent an e-mail message by a student asking for her teaching 
notes. 
 
 

Subject Verb Direct 
object 

Indirect 
object 

Other 
object(s) 

Type of 
sentence 

 
One 
student 
 
 

    
 

 
Active 

 
 

Subject Verb Direct 
object 

Indirect 
object 

Other 
object(s) 

Type of 
sentence 

 
 
 

 

  
an e-mail 
message 

  
 

 
Passive 

 
 
 

2. Rewrite the following sentences from the text in the passive voice. 
 
a.   Another student wrote a petulant message to the professor. 

b.   The barrage of e-mail has brought new tension into their work lives. 

c. Students also frequently post their own evaluations on Web sites like       

ratemyprofessor.com. 

d.   I must try a different approach next class. 

e.   E-mail helps them to learn. 

f.    E-mailing teachers can bring forward other issues. 

 
 
 

 

 WRITE 

 
 
A. Write an e-mail to your teacher.  

 
You can write about what you have learnt in this unit and what difficulties you 
have encountered. You may ask him/her questions about the lesson. 
But don’t forget to be polite and respect the e-mail etiquette! 

 
 

 

Unit: Global Communication and the Media 

 
 
 READ 

 

 
Spotlight on Global Communication Networks 

 
1. Read these excerpts through quickly and answer the following 

questions. 
 

2. What is the role of communication in today’s global world? 
3. What different things are satellites being used for at the moment? 
4. How important is TV in the information age? 
5. What is the most important phenomenon of the early 21st century? 

 
 
2.  Now read the texts again and choose the most suitable heading below 

for   each numbered text. 
 

1. Communication and entertainment/ The impact of communication on our 
lives 

2. Communications satellites / Television coverage provided by satellites 
3. TV and globalisation / The dangers of globalisation 
4. The information and knowledge revolution / The regional distribution of 

Internet access 
5. The arrival of mobile internet / The cost of fixed wire connections 

 
 

A. We live in a world of communication, which is the sharing of 
information and entertainment by speaking, writing and various 
other methods. Communication is expanding every day and 
without it we would be isolated. Our civilization has made a lot of 
progress due to the development of a wide range of 
communication systems. The mass media govern our lives, and we 
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learn a lot by listening to the radio, television and reading daily 
news. Answering our telephone and our letters, moving our 
hands, talking are examples of our personal interaction with 
others. The people we meet, and the knowledge we share makes 
us different human beings. At home, in school, in business and 
industry and in world affairs we always have to face the demands 
of a fast running world revolving around the magical world 

communication. 
 

B. Satellites provide worldwide communications, linking the people 
and nations of the world together. A single channel, one out of 24 
on many communication satellites, can provide television coverage 
to entire nations. Satellites have become an indispensable part of 
the modern world. Satellite radio links keep aircraft that are in 
flight, anywhere in the world. In fact, satellite-based navigation 
systems aboard airplanes and boats enable people to determine 
their geographic position and head with greater accuracy than 
ever before. 

 

C. The port of entry into the new global age is the media. Television is 
the heart of information technology. It shows the market what is 
marketable. It disseminates the style, generates and popularizes by 
constant repetition the merchandizing opportunities. It makes 
global popular culture the only reality. Every home ha s a TV, every 
home becomes a portal on the superhighway to a globalized, 
homogenized world. It is organized and operated to serve the 

tastes and interests of commercial sponsors and advertisers. 
 

D. All multimedia applications converge into the internet and its 
World Wide Web – the most important invention since the 
semiconductor. The Internet has jumped the quantum leap that 
separates the traditional, simply personal usage of information 
technologies (IT) to a new era when everybody will use IT. 
Compared to TV and print media the Internet is able to carry many 

more independent and alternative opinions. However, for most 
people in the world, the internet is to slow, too expensive, and too 
English. Many people in the world don’t even have direct access to 
a telephone, let alone Internet access. Meanwhile, users grow, 
media merge and content shrinks. 
 

E. Mobile phones have come a long way in the last ten years. Where 
will they be a decade from now? Where’s yours at the moment? In 
your handbag? Your coat pocket? Your briefcase? Isn’t it amazing 
how quickly and easily mobile phones have insinuated themselves 
into our lives? Less than fifteen years and after they first appeared, 
mobiles have achieved “personal effect” status with hundreds of 
millions of people. We’ve had close to a century of familiarity with 

the telephone and when mobiles appeared we were happy simply 
to be liberated from traditional fixed wired connections. 
Through the medium of high-speed wireless data, users will be 

able to access the Internet, surf the World Wide Web, carry out 

mobile e-commerce transactions, send and receive e-mails and 

even hold video conferences – all from handheld portable phones. 
Sources:  Kevin Taglang, Content and the Digital Divide, 2001 

Jean Philip Turner, A World of Communication, 1999 

John Quarterman, Communication Networks, 2000 

 

 
 

1. Here are some words connected with communications. Put them in 
the appropriate box, using a dictionary if necessary. 

 

 
Frequency 

 
Share 

 
Station 

 
Coverage 

 
Tabloid 

 
Soap 
operas 

Commercials Circulation Biased Caption Obituary Prime 
time 

Publisher Broadcast Subtitles Dubbed Live Record 
Jingles Headline Aerial Report Listeners Viewers 

 

 
 

TV and Radio Newspapers and magazines Both 
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 FOCUS ON ENGLISH  – Forming new words 

 
 You can form new words: 

 
- With prefixes 
- With suffixes 
- By joining words together (e.g. two nouns to form compound nouns) 

 
 
 
 

Common prefixes to form   
 

NOUNS ADJECTIVES VERBS 

dis-    
un-    
in-/im-    
ir-   __ 
il-   __ 
ex-  __ __ 
mis- __ __  
over- __ __  
Common suffixes to form   
 

NOUNS ADJECTIVES VERBS 

-ness  __ __ 
-ist  __ __ 
-er  __ __ 
-or  __ __ 
-tion  __ __ 
-sion  __ __ 
-ment  __ __ 
-al   __ 
-ful __  __ 
-ous __  __ 
-less __  __ 
- able/ible __  __ 
-ize/-ise __ __  

 
 
1. Make the following words negative with the prefixes on the right. 

 
like load lock legal  ir- il- in- 
appear visible friendly   dis- im- un- 
honest possible regular      

 
2. Draw conclusions about the use of im-, il-, and ir-. 

 
3. With the help of the table above rephrase the following sentences 

replacing the underlined word/expression. The first has been done for 
you. 
 
 Use a(n)... 

 
1.  You can drink this water. 
     This water is drinkable. 
 

Adjective 

2.  You didn’t understand my words. Verb 
3.  Her degree qualifies her for the job. Noun 
4.  I couldn’t sleep last night. Adjective 
5.  This instrument is of great use. Adjective 
6.  Developing countries need industrial progress. Verb 
7.  They welcomed us when we arrived. Noun 

 

 
4. Form as many compound nouns as you can, using these words. 
 

food  health   control  frien

d 

 film  

 science  bulleti

n 

 centr

e 

 new

s 

  

fictio

n 

 syste

m 

 family  birth  man  

 weathe

r 

 junk  test  star   

police  hair  baby  blood  brus

h 

 

 way  ache  sitter  ship   

boy  chess  space  rail  head  

place  fire  plannin

g 

 boar

d 
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 SPEAK 

 
Newspapers and Magazines 

 
A. Conduct a survey on reading habits in your class. 
First look at the list of questions below, and write down two more on the 
same topic. 
 
Newspapers/Magazines 
 
1. How do you read newspapers and magazines? 

a. Look at the pictures. 
b. Flip through and read what catches your eye. 
c. Start at the front and read all the way through. 

 
2. How often do you read a newspaper/magazine? 
3. Which newspaper(s)/magazines do you read? 
4. Why do you read that newspaper/magazine? 
5.  Which section(s) of the newspaper do you enjoy the most? 
 
Ask at least six people. Summarise the results of your survey for the rest of the 
class. 
 
B. What about books? Why do people read? 
 
1. for relaxation 
2. to acquire information 
3. for escapism 
4. to help further their studies and career 
5. for fun 

6. to keep up with current events 
 
C. Decide which of the above are true for you.  If you do not read much, 

explain why. 
 
    Will reading become a thing of the past, as more people watch videos and use      

computers in their free time? Give reasons for your answer. 
 
D. Headlines 
 
Look at the headlines below. Find a heading which uses: 
 

1. repetition ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE 

2. part of the title of a 60’s pop 

song 

“I’M THE BEST MAN” 

3. a quotation PAY UP, PAY UP 

4. a popular saying FRENCH SAY NON TO LE BUSINESS SPEAK 

ANGLAIS 

5. a mixture of languages WHERE THERE’S A WILL THERE’S A WAY 

 
 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Reflexive pronouns 

 

Singular 

I myself 

You yourself 

She herself 

He himself 

It itself 

Plural 

We ourselves 

You yourselves 

They themselves 

 
 

 We use reflexive pronouns when the subject and the object of a 
sentence are the same person or non-person. 
 

 We use reflexive pronouns with transitive verbs: He hurt himself playing 
hockey. 

 
 We use reflexive pronouns with “enjoy”: She enjoyed herself at the 

party. 
 
 

 
1. Test your knowledge on reflexive pronouns. Choose the best answer 

to fill in the blanks. 
 

1. Mary’s brother is going crazy. He’s always shouting at __________. 
himself herself yourself itself 

 
2. I could kick __________ for falling for her lies. 

himself herself myself yourself 
    

3. Be careful Mary. Don’t hurt __________. 
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himself herself myself yourself 
    

4. Cats are good at grooming __________. 
herself itself themselves itselves 

    
5. Jane, please take care of __________. 

myself himself herself yourself 
    

6. I don’t enjoy going to movies by __________. 
himself herself myself yourself 

 
 
 

 Media  Language 
 

1. Complete the passage with these words. 
 

media articles headings tabloid 
audience readers information news 

magazines matters publication illustrations 
broadsheet sports visual features 

 
 
The __________ (1) often displays a stereotypical view of their 

__________(2)and its interests: men’s and women’s __________(3) have very 

different contents, and even some __________(4)papers run special pages or 

__________(5) for women __________(6) which assume they, and not men, are 

interested in __________(7) such as fashion, health and emotional well-being. 

Men’s magazines tend to deal with __________ (8), cars and travel. 

In a magazine, the use of __________ (9), lists, frames, illustrations, different font 

styles and sizes will often be more extreme than in a __________ (10) leaflet. The 

magazine, as a commercial __________ (11), is out to catch the interest of an 

audience and so will set out for maximum __________ (12) effect. A similar 

contrast can be seen between __________(13) newspapers, which more and more 

exhibit magazine-like qualities to the almost total exclusion of “serious” 

__________(14), and the broadsheet papers which use fewer __________(15), a 

more consistent typeface, longer stories, analytical __________(16), and less 

contrived headlines. 

 

 

 

 SPEAK 

 
Television & Radio 

 
 
1. Here is a questionnaire based on television viewing habits. Work with 

a partner and take it in turns to ask one another the following 
questions. You must answer either yes or no. 

 
1.   Do you automatically turn on the TV when you come home? 
2. Do you ever leave the TV on when you are supposed to be studying? 
3. Do you turn off the TV when a visitor arrives? 
4. Do you limit yourself to a number of viewing hours? 
5. Do you look up for programmes in advance and plan your viewing? 
6. Do you watch programmes alone? 
7. Do you find yourself worrying about characters from television? 
8. Do you watch more than hours television a day? 
9. Do you switch off the phone to watch your favourite programme? 
10. Do you feel guilty about watching too much television? 
 

Source: Arrow, March 1998 

 

 

2. Look at the TV listings for the three channels. As quickly as possible, 
find out at what time and on which channel you can see: 

 
1. A cookery programme 6.   A documentary 
2. A soap opera 3. A contest 
3. A fashion show 4. A crime drama 
4. A travel programme 5. A reality show 
5. A football match 6. A thriller 

 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Modal &  Phrasal Verbs 

 
 

 Modal verbs 
 
Look at the following sentences: 

 
I used to read the Newspaper on Sundays. 

                               She won’t be able to pass the exams if she keeps on 

watching TV. 

     You have got to be at school on time. 
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Used to; be able to; have to; have got to; had better and would rather – 

are marginal modal verbs. 

 

 A marginal modal verb displays some but not all of the properties of an 

auxiliary. 

 

 A marginal modal can be used as either an auxiliary or a main verb.  

 

Examples: 

 

Would rather and had better are fixed expressions used to express the same 

attitudes and ideas as modals. 

 

Would rather is used to express preference; had better is used to indicate 

intention or to give advice/a warning (with you). 

 
 

 Phrasal Verbs 
 
Now read the sentences below: 

 
He sat down. 
Yesterday I came across a very old picture. 
I look forward to hearing from her. 
The words in bold are phrasal verbs. 

 
 
 Phrasal verbs extend the usual meaning of the verb or create new meanings. 

They are very common in English: 
 

Look up the word tabloid. Look up – consult a reference book (look a word up in 
a dictionary) 

Could you please look for Ann’s ring? She lost it last night. Look for – seek (look 

for her ring) 

I look forward to seeing Mary! Look forward – anticipate with pleasure (look 

forward to meeting someone) 

 
    
 
1. Make sentences using the modals: Used to; be able to; have to; have 

got to; had better and would. 
 

2. Ask your teacher for a list of the most frequently used phrasal verbs 
and write 10 sentences using them. 

 
 
 
 

  READ 

 

Information is power. There is a growing gap between those with access 
to information tools and those without. Developed nations should 
understand the necessity of the poorer countries to gain access to the 
information super-highway. 
 
 
1. Now read the article below and try to find the answers to these 

questions. 
 
1.  What is digital divide? 
2. Who are the new “haves” and “have nots” of the Internet age? 
3. Why is it important that both industrialized and developing countries have 

access to Internet? 
4. How can you help bridge the divide? 

 
 
 
 

Toward Digital Inclusion 
 

In just about every country, a certain percentage of people have the 
best information technology that society has to offer. These people 
have the most powerful computers, the best telephone service and 
fastest Internet service, as well as a wealth of content and training 
relevant to their lives. 
There is another group of people. They are the people who for one 
reason or another don’t have access to the newest or best 
computers, the most reliable telephone service or the fastest or most 
convenient Internet services. The difference between these two 
groups of people is what has been called the “Digital Divide”. 
To be on the less fortunate side of the divide means that there is less 
opportunity to take part in our new information-based economy, in 
which many more jobs will be related to computers. It also means 
that there is less opportunity to take part in the education, training, 
shopping, entertainment and communications opportunities that 

http://grammar.about.com/od/ab/g/auxverbterm.htm
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are available on-line. Now that a large number of people regularly 
use the Internet to conduct daily activities, people who lack access 
to those tools are at a growing disadvantage. Therefore, raising the 
level of digital access by increasing the number of people using the 
technology tools of the digital age is a vitally important national 
goal. 
 
Digital stratification can be prevented if we provide education and 
training to poor people. If many segments of communities are 
excluded, everybody will eventually suffer. 
 

Falling through the Net: Toward Digital Inclusion, 2000  
 
 
 

1. Complete the table below with information from the text. 
 

 
The Digital Divide 

 

The Rich have The Poor don’t have 

the best information technology. access to the newest or best 
computers. 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

__________________________ 
 

__________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 

_____________________________
___ 

_____________________________
___ 

 
Consequences of digital stratification 

 

 
The Poor have less opportunity  to 

- get jobs 
 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

 

 
Solutions 

 
________________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Connectors/Conditional Clause 

 
 
Look at the examples from the text you have read: 
 
Digital stratification can be prevented if we provide education and training to poor 

people.  

 

If many segments of communities are excluded, everybody will eventually suffer. 

 
 Now tick () the right alternative. The above examples express the idea of: 

 
- An unreal situation completely in the past. 

- Something quite likely to happen in the future. 

- Something impossible or improbable in the present or future. 

 

 
 Conditional conjunctions: if, unless (= if not) 

  
 
When you want to talk about a possible situation and its consequences you can 
use the conjunctions if and unless. 
 
A.   If introduces three types of clauses: 
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 Type 1 

Form: If +.... Simple Present...... will/can + base 

Meaning: to talk about something which may actually happen. 

 
If he comes, I will give him the message. 

 
 Type 2 

Form: If +.... Past Simple..... Would/could/might + base 

Meaning: to offer advice and to talk about something that is unlikely to happen. 

 

If I were rich, I would give my money to the poor. 
 
 Type 3 

Form: If +.... Past Perfect..... Would/could/might + have + Past Participle 

Meaning: to express regret, missed opportunities or criticism of others. 

 
 
B.   Unless – clauses are used to talk about an exception to what you are saying 
and don’t usually come at the beginning of the sentence. 
 
You use the same verb forms as with if-clauses. 

You will fail your exams unless you work harder. (=if you don’t work harder) 
 

 
1. Match the two halves of the following conditional sentences. 

 
 
a. If there is a contact list for future 

development,  
 

1. I will offer the service for 
free. 

b. Students would develop technological 
skills 

2. if the Internet project is 
aimed at people in rural 
areas. 

c. If governments offer free Internet  
access and technological education  
 

3. I will contact you. 

d. I will provide resources and equipment 4. if the government 
incorporated technology into 
their classrooms. 
 

e. If I get the grants I need,  5. underprivileged children will 
become computer literate. 
 

 

 

Unit: Young People in the Global Era 

 
   READ 

 
1. Read the following statements made by teenagers and put a tick 

against those you agree with. Which ones reflect your feelings and 
opinions? 

 
 

The Teen’s World 
 

One of the hardest parts of growing up is 

growing apart from your friends. 

It takes some work to keep a best 

friendship going but it’s really worth it. 

We must pay attention not only to what is said but 

how it is said; to what we wear, as well as how we 

wear it. In fact, we should be aware of all we do and 

of how we do all that we do. 

 

I always take care what I buy and I put on. I mean, it’s 

part of your image, isn’t it? You’ve got to wear things 

that are in fashion; otherwise other people will think 

you’re some kind of moron. 

 

Crushes are sometimes secret, or 

something you’ll only share with one 

trusted friend 

 

The teen that we see on TV, movies, and 

advertising are presented to us as 

“perfect”. Often we are comparing 

ourselves to something that does not exist. 

Parents. Sometimes you love ‘em, sometimes you 

hate ‘em, but you can’t get rid of them. That’s cool, 

though. 

Just because they’re your parents doesn’t mean 

they can pry and be nosy 

 

 

The more friends you make, the 

happier you will be 

Lots of people make fun of me because I’m overweight. I 

swear my self-esteem is very low! I know I have to lose 

weight, but it’s difficult. I don’t want to exercise because 

people make fun of me then too. 
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2. Work through the statements with your partner or group justifying 
your choices. 
 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Prepositional phrases 

 

In a sentence prepositions show the relation of one word to another word. 

Prepositions require an object to complete them, typically a noun or a pronoun. A 

preposition and its object is called a prepositional phrase.  

 
 
The words below can be used as a preposition in a prepositional phrase: 
 
By means of Because of 
Instead of On account of 
In spite of  

 
 
Examples: 

He only goes to school because of his girlfriend. 
In spite of knowing he’s overweight, he doesn’t exercise. 
 

 
 

 
1. Write sentences using the prepositions shown above. If necessary 

look up for their meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz: What Teens Really Want? 
 
2. Tick () the choice that best describes the way you feel or think. 

 
1. How important is family to 

you? 
Don’t know 
Not important 
Important 

4.  If you become a parent, how will 
your     discipline relate to that of 
your parents? 

     More strict 
     Less strict 
     About as strict 
 

2. Do you expect to marry? 
Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

3. Are your values the same as your 
parents’? 
Pretty much the same 
Significantly different 
Don’t know 
 

3. Do you expect a marriage 
that lasts? 
Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

 
 

4. When you have finished, 
discuss your answers in pairs 
or small groups. 

 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Prepositions of place 

 

 Prepositions can be used to show where something is located: 
 

 
AT 

at home - at work - at school - at university - at college - at 
the station - at an airport - at the back / front of a  building / 
cinema group of people, etc. - arrive at with other places or 
events 

IN in the newspaper - in bed - in hospital - in prison - in the 
street -  arrive in a country or town 

AMONG I enjoyed being among my friends.  
I found my handbag among my luggage. 

BETWEEN The prisoner sat between the two policemen. 
I held the pen between my thumb and fingers. 

NEXT TO 
BY 
BESIDE 
 

 
In my English lesson I always sit next to/by/beside my friend. 
The bank is next to/by/beside the hotel 

 
 

 

  

I go to school to be with my girlfriend. I 

go because I can’t think of anything else 

to do. For me school is a means to get 

away from home. 

Eating disorders are a terrifying secret kept by 

thousands of teens. Thankfully now society is more 

willing to listen to the truths of our lives and it’s OK to 

talk about it. 
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 SPEAK 

 
Teen Music 

 
For many young people, music is an important element of youth culture. It 
is part of a world of fashion, image and style, which together express 
identity and individuality. Music also forms part of a communal experience. 
 
1. What makes you respond to music? Is it the words, the beat, the 

talent or appearance of the musicians? 
 
2. Do you ever take the time to think about the composition of the 

music, the combination of instruments used, and how the parts 
contribute to the hole? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Indefinite article with prices & distances 

 
 We use a/an: 

 
To show price in relation to weight: two Euros a kilo. 
 
To show distance in relation to speed: sixty kilometres an hour. 

 
 
 

    READ   

 
  

1. Read the dialogue to do the tasks which follow. 
 

Freeway asked some British teenagers what they thought about fashion and 
teenage culture and identity. 

 

  Ashley: I’m not really worried about fashion. I like to wear good clothes 
when I go out at the weekend, or with my boyfriend; but 
basically it’s not something I really think about all that much, to 
be honest. 

    Carol: Oh I do! I’m very careful about what I wear; even at school. I 
always take care what I buy and put on. I mean, it’s part of your 
image, isn’t it? You’ve got to wear things that are in fashion; 
otherwise other people will think you’re some kind of... 

Freeway: Some kind of? 

    Carol: Well, not normal, you know what I mean? 
Gemma: Oh come on, that’s rubbish. I couldn’t care less what people 

wear. I just wear what I want to wear, and that’s that! 
Freeway: And what do you like Gemma? 
Gemma: Anything that’s comfortable, I s’pose... jeans, tee-shirts, 

pullovers and so on. 
Freeway: What about you then Mike? What do you think about fashion? 

     Mike: I don’t really! I agree with what Gemma said, basically, I 
certainly wouldn’t go out of my way and spend all my money 
just to be fashionable. I think that’s ridiculous... My brother, f’r 
instance, he keeps getting my mum to pay pounds for Nike 
trainers and Adidas stuff and whatever. And as far as jeans are 
concerned, he won’t wear anything but Levis. I really can’t see 
the point of it! 

    Carol: They’re well made, and they look good: that’s the point surely? 
And besides, if you’re wearing good clothes it makes you feel 
good. I know I feel much better when I’ve got good clothes on, 
and this is important for me! 

    Carol: I think your clothes show what sort of person you are, so it’s 
important to wear the right kind of clothes, or else you’ll give 
the wrong signals. 

 Freeway, 1998 
 
2. Complete the sentences below according to the text. 

 
1. Despite wearing good clothes, Ashley........... 
2. On the other hand, Carol is very careful about........... 
3. Gemma likes to wear anything that’s comfortable since........... 
4. Mike finds it ridiculous to........... 
5. Besides making you feel good, wearing good clothes shows...........   

 
 
3. The dialogue above is full of words and expressions typical of the 

youth. 
 
1. Make a list of the major words and expressions from the text that you 

consider to be informal language (e.g. rubbish). 
 

2. Then translate the slang words into Standard English. 
 

3. What happens to the meaning, expression, and delivery of these words 
once they are translated? 
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4. Is the text you read in the direct or indirect speech? Why? 
 
 
5. What about the introductory sentence of the text? 
 

 
 
 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Direct and Indirect Speech 

 
 

When direct speech is changed into indirect speech, with a reporting verb 

in the past, the verb tense, the pronouns, and the time phrase may all 

have to be changed to indicate the time shift to the past. 

 

 We´ll be asking you a couple of questions about fashion and 

identity  this week”,    he said. (direct speech) 

 

 He said (that) they would be asking a couple of questions about 

fashion and identity that week. (indirect speech) 

 

Notice that the verb say can cover most types of direct speech of direct 

speech report in conversation. Other verbs such as advise, promise, 

exclaim, reply, answer, apologize, etc., are very rarely used, but are much 

more common in written texts, such as novels, short stories, etc. 

 

 The modal verbs should, could, would and might do not change tense 

in indirect speech. 

“Gemma said she couldn’t care less what people wear.” 

 

 Notice how indirect questions are formed from the two types of direct 

question in English. 

a. Questions starting with a question word: 

                 “What do you think about fashion?” 

       She asked what they thought about fashion. 

 

 Notice that no do/did auxiliaries are needed in indirect speech, and 

that the word order is usually the same as in a statement. However, 

informal questions may retain question-word order in indirect reports. 

 

b. Questions starting with a verb: 

                 “Can I say something?” He asked if he could say something. 

 Notice that in everyday conversation, we can use say for direct 

reporting of questions. We do not have to use ask. Say is also used for 

the answer. In the following teen conversation the verb answer would 

have sounded too formal. 

 

      I said, “What would you like to do this afternoon, Steve?” He said, 

“Oh,       Janet, let’s go shopping.” 

 

 
1. Put the following sentences into direct speech. 

 
1. “Oh I’m very careful about what I wear, even at school.” 
       Carol said that... 
 
2. “Yeah, I always take care what I buy and put on. I mean, it’s part of 

your image, isn’t it? 
  Carol answered that... 
 

3. I don’t deliberately go out and think “I’ve got to get something 

fashionable when I get new clothes.” 
 Gemma stated that... 
 

4. “I just get whatever I happen to like.” 
  Robert replied that... 
 

5. “I’m very sorry I didn’t get round to talking to you earlier.” 
  He apologised... 
 

6. “I’ve had better marks than anyone else in my class!” 
  The girl boasted... 
 
 

 READ 

 
 Read the following text. 
 

Teens talking to teens 
 

“They’re emerging from childhood and want to take responsibilities, but 
people often tell them they’re too young.” By starting a hotline, some 50 
Slovenian teenagers have become pros at listening, conversing and gently 
settling everyday hassles. 
 
The phone rings, startling two high school students, Tina and Jana. “I’ll get 
it!” says Jana. “This is ‘Teens Talking to Teens’...” We’re in Ljubljana, the 
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capital of Slovenia, at the Youth Counselling Centre, which began a hotline 
for troubled teens in 1993. What’s so original about this self-financing 
project? The people answering the phones aren’t experts but 14 to 18 
year-olds. Pairs of them are on duty every day from three to five in the 
afternoon, except weekends and vacations. 
“Everybody knows our phone number,” says Nina. “It’s posted in the 
schools. Most callers are high school students. Some of them think we’ll do 
their math homework.” But that’s not what the hotline is there for. 
“Mothers call us too,” says Daniel, “when they have reasons to think their 
children are taking drugs. We’ve got a good file of special institutions we 
can refer them to. And when the situation looks serious, we transfer the 
call to the professional staff.” The volunteers have been duly advised that 
drugs are a matter for experts. 
Ales says the best thing about the hotline is that it gives teenagers a 
chance to speak freely about school, parents and sex. “It’s different from 
going to shrinks, which can be awkward and boring sometimes.” 
Adults, including centre director Ljubo Raicevic, psychologist Natasa 
Fabjan and educator  Lili Raicevic, keep a low profile. Their role is limited to 

training and supervising the volunteers. 
Answering the questions is not always easy. “Sometimes you feel 
powerless,” says Andreja. The young volunteers are devoted to helping 
others, but they also get something out of the experience. For some, the 
hotline is a means to keep loneliness at bay. Others satisfy their need for 
freedom and self-assertion. 
“They’re emerging from childhood and want to take on responsibilities, but 
people often tell them they’re too young. Here, they’re taken seriously. 
Volunteering gives them a chance to make the transition between playing 
and working,“ says the centre’s director, an educator and psychotherapist 
by training. 

The volunteers say that since they’ve started “talking to teens,” they have 
become aware of other people’s woes and can settle their own more 
easily. For example, Stela, who joined the group when she was 13, 
eventually shared her problems – a serious conflict with her parents – with 
her new friends. 
The professional staff members have also had to work on themselves and 
mature at the same time as the teens. 
“The idea came from them,” says Raicevic. “At first, we were reluctant 
because they were stepping into an area traditionally reserved for 
professionals and adults. But we told ourselves that without young people, 
their influence and ideas, we could never succeed. Why not let them take 

part in making decisions and get involved? The 8,000 or so phone calls 
received since the hotline opened in 1993 proves they can. 
 

Ingrig Mager, journalist at the Slovenian daily Dnevnik 
 

 

 

1. Choose the best option according to the text. 
 

 
1. The Slovenian hotline is so 

original because it: 

 

 

works 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. 

is run by teens. 

is state funded. 

4. One of the major 

characteristics of the project is 

that adults: 

 

     answer the most serious calls. 

     never interfere. 

     give useful advice. 

 

 

2. Teen volunteers are able to 

deal with every problem except: 

 
school homework. 
heart matters. 

drug abuse. 

 

5. Teens enjoy helping out 

because it: 

 

makes them feel responsible. 

prepares them for school 

activities. 

supports family life. 

 

 

 

3. Some students even find it 

better than going to the: 

 

G.P. 

dentist. 

psychiatrist 

6. Talking to teens means that they   
are able to: 

 

get a new girl/boyfriend. 

solve their own problems. 

cope with job requirements. 

 
 
 

2.  Make a list of any difficult or unusual words you found in the article. 
 

3. Write down briefly what you think the words probably mean. Look 
carefully at the context to help you work out the meaning. 

 
4. Then check their meanings in a dictionary. 
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5. Look at the list of activities of getting involved. Which are the most 
and least appealing and interesting to you? 

 

- Arrange for a group of musicians to give a voluntary performance in the 

children’s ward of a hospital, or in a orphanage 

- Clean your school and plant trees and plants 

- Clean up the beach 

- Organise free town or nature walks with volunteers 

- Organise an anti-violence day 

- Organise a sports day for children 

- Organise blood donation 

- Set up a new school library 

 
 

 FOCUS ON ENGLISH – Connectors 

 
 

 Contrast/Concession: but, however, while, although, in spite of/despite 

 Cause and Effect / Reason and Consequence: because, as, therefore, thus, 

since 

 Exemplification: for example, such as, for instance 

 Change of subject: as for, as regards, with reference to 

 Conclusion: in conclusion, to summarize, to conclude, all in all, to sum up 

 Enumeration: in the first place, to begin with, lastly 

 Addition: and (also), too, besides, in addition, furthermore  

 Correlation/Alternative: not only...but also, both...and, 

either...or/neither...nor 

 Emphasis: in fact, of course 

 Reformulation: namely, in other words, that is 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


